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the Federalist Society to advise Trump
directly on Supreme Court nomina-
tions.

Now, there are unanswered questions
about whether this was even legal, but
the point was clear. Virtually all major
Trump nominees would be scheme-cho-
sen, donor-approved FedSoc members.
And, indeed, 86 percent of Trump’s Su-
preme Court and appellate court nomi-
nees were or are members.

Leo and the Federalist Society’s con-
trol ran deep. In Leo, the donors con-
trolled an agent to orchestrate every
aspect of Supreme Court judicial bat-
tles, and they provisioned him with
dark money beyond imagining, and
with a devious structure of front
groups to hide behind while effec-
tuating their scheme.

We are still learning about the scope
of Leo’s covert funding and influence,
but a 2019 Washington Post expose
painted a remarkable picture: a vast
network of Leo-affiliated front groups;
shell entities with no employees and
vague connections to Leo cutouts;
shared post office boxes; common con-
tractors and officers across nominally
separate entities, even some sharing
Presidents; dark money funders, anon-
ymous advertising, and enormous pay
packages for operatives.

It has the earmarks of a covert oper-
ation of the sort that is run by hostile
countries in the intelligence arena. But
this covert operation was run in Amer-
ica against America by Americans. By
the Post’s reckoning, $250 million in
dark money flowed through this appa-
ratus. Testimony before the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee’s Courts Sub-
committee, which I chair, has since up-
dated that number to $400 million.
Groups in this apparatus have gorged
on dark money, their coffers swelling
by orders of magnitude as Leo’s influ-
ence grew.

For example, in 2002, DonorsTrust,
the scheme’s dark money ATM, had
contributed $5,000 to the Federalist So-
ciety. Scroll forward to the most re-
cent year on record: It contributed $7
million.

Before 2010, the Federalist Society
received an occasional anonymous gift
of $1,000 or more, at most one per year.
Over the last decade, it averaged more
than a dozen each and every year. Do-
nors were not kidding around, not with
that kind of money—$400 million. The
scheme to capture the Court was dead-
ly serious.

Eleven days after Donald Trump was
sworn into office, he announced Neil
Gorsuch—a name from the Federalist
Society’s infamous list—to fill Scalia’s
former seat. Then Brett Kavanaugh
was hand-walked by Leonard Leo to
the top of the list, after all his ardent
auditioning from his court of appeals
seat. And 7 days before Donald Trump
lost the 2020 election, Amy Coney Bar-
rett—a Federalist Society member and
regular feature speaker at Federalist
Society events—filled Ruth Bader
Ginsburg’s seat. The scheme’s Fed-
eralist Society gatekeeper operation
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had delivered to its big donors a com-
plete overhaul of the Court in less than
4 years.

One man, his secretive array of front
groups, and hundreds of millions of
scheme donors’ money, delivered a
donor-approved six-Justice majority to
the Court.

The Federalist Society was the turn-
stile that controlled the appointments,
and dark money was the inducement
that controlled the turnstile.

To be continued.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, as
I give the closing remarks, I want to
alert everyone listening that, at the
conclusion of the closing, Senator
INHOFE will hold the floor for his re-
marks, and his remarks will be regard-
ing our common friend, Senator Enzi.

————

NOMINATION REFERRAL

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
let me first ask unanimous consent
that the nomination of PN913, James
D. Rodriguez, of Texas, to be Assistant
Secretary of Labor for Veterans’ Em-
ployment and Training, be jointly re-
ferred to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions and to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to leg-
islative session and be in a period of
morning business with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO ALBERT TREVINO

® Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, today I
wish to congratulate Albert Trevino on
his retirement from the U.S. Border
Patrol, after 26 years of faithful service
to the American people.

Albert started his law enforcement
career right out of college in 1987, with
the police force in his hometown of
Harlingen, TX. In Harlingen, he served
as patrol officer for the police depart-
ment for 5 years before being promoted
to an instructor and background inves-
tigator.

In 1995, he joined the U.S. Border Pa-
trol, ready to face greater challenges.
He first served in El Paso, before secur-
ing a transfer back to Harlingen sev-
eral years later to patrol and protect
his hometown community.

During his career, Albert has had the
opportunity to serve on the prosecu-
tions detail working with the U.S. At-
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torney’s Office on prosecuting criminal
aliens, has been a post academy in-
structor in both immigration law and
Spanish for his fellow agents, and has
assisted the inspector general’s office
on background investigations. In the
course of his career, Albert has helped
apprehend literally thousands of illegal
border-crossers and dozens of narcotics
smugglers.

Many of us in the Senate know Al-
bert through his work as an elected of-
ficial with the National Border Patrol
Council. He was first elected to office
in the Rio Grande Valley Sector Local
in 1999 and then as a national vice
president in 2011. As national vice
president, he has chaired the legisla-
tive committee for 10 years, and for
many of us here in Washington, Albert
has been the face of our Nation’s Bor-
der Patrol agents. He has represented
them faithfully and, in doing so, has
helped support the agents who keep
Americans safe. It is no overstatement
to say every Senate office engaged on
border security issues over the last
decade has likely worked with Albert
on an issue. His efforts on Capitol Hill
were instrumental in the passage of the
Border Patrol Pay Reform Act in 2014,
that gave Border Patrol agents a stable
pay system for the first time in 40
years.

I have had the pleasure of working
with Albert on legislation to give Bor-
der Patrol agents wage parity with
other Federal law enforcement agen-
cies by restoring Fair Labor Standards
Act overtime. I had hoped we could
pass this legislation before Albert re-
tired, but will keep working to bring
this to fruition.

I would also 1like to recognize
Albert’s incredible family who have
supported him throughout his career. A
successful career in law enforcement is
a team effort that involves the entire
family. Border Patrol agents work long
hours under extremely harsh condi-
tions. It is a 24/7 operation, and agents
must work nights, weekends, and holi-
days. Family holidays and celebrations
often get missed when you have to
work; yet Albert’s family has been un-
wavering in their support for him. I am
grateful for the commitment shown by
Albert’s wife of 30 years, HEdna, and
their children Alisa and Danny.

In closing, I would like to thank Al-
bert for his 26 years of Federal service
to this country, to the people of the
great State of Texas, and to his com-
munity of Harlingen. We wish you and
your family well in your retirement,
and we hope you see continued success
in future endeavors.e

——
TRIBUTE TO NORMAN LEAR

e Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise
to recognize the 99th birthday of Nor-
man Lear, a man who came to Holly-
wood and entertained the Nation, then
dedicated his life to bettering it as a
champion for progressive values.

Born in 1922, Norman Lear served
bravely in the Air Force during World
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War II, flying 52 combat missions over
Europe. After the war, he made his way
to California and struck out as a tele-
vision writer. Norman Lear’s sitcoms
were beloved for their humor, empathy,
and willingness to dive into the lives of
diverse characters. His innovative
shows reached more than 120 million
viewers per week in the 1970s and ‘80s.

And yet, in the midst of this success,
Norman Lear put his career on hold be-
cause, once again, he felt called to
serve his country. Distressed by the
rise of radical rightwing activists, Nor-
man Lear founded People for the Amer-
ican Way in 1980 and became a cham-
pion of American constitutional val-
ues.

Through his writing, producing, and
activism, Norman Lear has strength-
ened our democracy. He has cham-
pioned free expression, civic participa-
tion, and equal justice for all. He even
bought a copy of the Declaration of
Independence to send on a b0-State
tour, bringing Americans closer to our
founding ideals and encouraging voter
registration, a cause that is dear to
me.

Today, at 99, Norman Lear is still
fighting for progressive values. He also
continues to produce some of the fun-
niest and wisest works for the screen,
highlighting the diverse experiences
that make America stronger.

I want to offer Norman Lear my best
wishes for the first day of his 100th
year and my thanks for his dedication
to bettering the lives of so many.e

————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF TAPATIO

e Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise
to recognize the 50th anniversary of
Tapatio, a family-run company from
the great State of California that ex-
emplifies the American Dream.
Jose-Luis Saavedra, the founder of
Tapatio, immigrated to California from
Guadalajara, Mexico. He started out
working in the aerospace industry, and
he often shared a delicious homemade
salsa with his coworkers. In 1971, after
a recession shut down the plant where
he worked, Mr. Saavedra decided to try
perfecting and selling his hot sauce.
Tapatio was born out of a small
kitchen in Maywood, CA, and con-
tinues its operations to this day in
Vernon, CA. With the hard work and
innovation of Mr. Saavedra, his wife,
and his children, Tapatio grew in popu-
larity and size, spreading from small
groceries in East Los Angeles to stores
and restaurants around the country.
Today, Tapatio is known for intro-
ducing the flavors of Guadalajara
around the world. It now produces
about 200,000 bottles of Tapatio a day
and exports globally to about 30 coun-
tries. The company has even developed
single-serving packets of its signature
hot sauce to meet the demand from
American servicemembers stationed
abroad and at least one U.S. Senator.
Tapatio has remained a family-run
business for 50 years, employing three
generations of the Saavedra family. It
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is more than an immigrant success
story, Tapatio is an icon of cultural
ambassadorship. According to Mr.
Saavedra, the Smithsonian Institute
displayed a bottle of Tapatio to show-
case the brand’s role in spreading posi-
tive images of Latino culture.

I congratulate Tapatio on reaching
this historic milestone, serving as an
important reminder of the cultural and
economic contributions of immigrants
to our country, and keeping the Amer-
ican dream alive for future genera-
tions.e

———
TRIBUTE TO JON A. JENSEN

® Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr.
President, I rise today to recognize Mr.
Jon Jensen as he nears the end of his
term as the 115th chairman of the na-
tion’s largest insurance association,
the Independent Insurance Agents &
Brokers of America, also known as the
Big ““I.”” He has served an unprece-
dented 2-year term as chairman of the
Big “I” due to the coronavirus
pandemic’s impact on association oper-
ations throughout most of 2020. Over
the past 2 years, he has piloted the as-
sociation through tumultuous times as
a strong leader for independent insur-
ance agents and small businesses
across the country.

Jensen has made many contributions
to the business community in South
Carolina and the broader United
States. A graduate from the Appa-
lachian State University’s insurance
executive program, Jensen is currently
the president and CEO of Correll Insur-
ance Group, which has 28 offices in
South Carolina, North Carolina, and
Tennessee. Jensen has also chaired the
Independent Insurance Agents and Bro-
kers of South Carolina—ITABSC—and
received their Young Agent and Agent
of the Year awards. Throughout his 12
insurance agencies, he employs ap-
proximately 300 South Carolinians
across the State.

At the national association level,
Jensen has served as chairman of the
InsurPac committee and the govern-
ment affairs committee. He has re-
ceived two Big ‘I’ Chairman’s Awards
and the Sidney O. Smith Award, the
highest governmental affairs award
given by the Big “I.”” Jensen has also
testified before Congress numerous
times on topics such as flood insur-
ance, agent licensing, and terrorism in-
surance. Additionally, he is a member
of the TrustedChoice.com board and
represents the Big ‘I’ on the World
Federation of Insurance Inter-
mediaries, WFII. Jensen was sworn in
as WFII's chairman in 2019 in Rome,
the first time a Big ‘“‘I”’ representative
has chaired the organization.

As an active leader and philan-
thropist in his community, Jensen
serves on the board of the Spartanburg
Regional Foundation’s—SRF—cancer
division, as well as SRF’s grants and
allocations committee, and he is a
founding member of SRF’s Legacy So-
ciety.
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The State of South Carolina is proud
of Jon Jensen and wishes him, his wife
Julie, and his two children well fol-
lowing his successful term as chairman
of the Big “I.”’e

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:40 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, without amendment:

S. 957. An act to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to ensure that certain med-
ical facilities of the Department of Veterans
Affairs have physical locations for the dis-
posal of controlled substances medications.

S. 1910. An act to authorize major medical
facility projects of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for fiscal year 2021.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

H.R. 1664. An act to authorize the National
Medal of Honor Museum Foundation to es-
tablish a commemorative work in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and its environs, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 2365. An act to extend the authority
for the establishment of a commemorative
work in honor of Gold Star Families, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 2485. An act to require the Director of
the Government Publishing Office to estab-
lish and maintain a single online portal ac-
cessible to the public that allows the public
to obtain electronic copies of all congres-
sionally mandated reports, and for other pur-
poses.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first and
the second times by unanimous consent, and
referred as indicated:

H.R. 1664. An act to authorize the National
Medal of Honor Museum Foundation to es-
tablish a commemorative work in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and its environs, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

H.R. 2365. An act to extend the authority
for the establishment of a commemorative
work in honor of Gold Star Families, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

H.R. 2485. An act to require the Director of
the Government Publishing Office to estab-
lish and maintain a single online portal ac-
cessible to the public that allows the public
to obtain electronic copies of all congres-
sionally mandated reports, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-43. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana
urging the United States Congress to take
such actions as are necessary to support
Israel; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 96

Whereas, the United States and Israel
maintain a special relationship based on
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